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Both families and communities benefit when children
participate in quality preschool programs. In July 2003,
First 5 California invested $100 million in its voluntary
Power of Preschool (PoP) program to ensure all
children get the chance to attend preschool and thrive.

Children who attend preschool do better in
reading and math, and are more likely to
graduate from high school, go to college and
develop better emotional and social skills.

@ Investing in preschool benefits society in the form
of reduced crime costs, welfare dependency,
economic losses and saved tax dollars.

“Our children’s experience has improved markedly over the
past few weeks. We have also noticed that they now
approach preschool activities more confidently and readily.
I have personally seen the benefits that come from working
with this program with my own children, so | know that our
preschool class will also benefit and possibly exceed most
expectations of their future teachers.”
- Shontaye Washington, parent
and childcare provider, Sacramento, CA



